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l Find a quiet, comfortable place to work, 
away from distractions. 
l Tackle one extract at a time. 
l It is important that your child reads the 
extract and questions carefully. 
l Help with reading the extract and 
instructions where necessary, and ensure 
your child understands what to do. 
l Encourage your child to check their own 
answers as they complete each activity. 
l Discuss your child’s answers with them. 
l Let your child return to their favourite 
pages once they have been completed. 
Talk about the extracts. 
l Reward your child with plenty of praise 
and encouragement. 
Comprehension 
Comprehension exercises teach children 
important skills. 
Comprehension questions cover three main 
categories: 
1 Literal questions are where the child is 
required to find and summarise information 
from the extract. 
2 Inferential questions are where the child is 
required to make deductions and predictions 
from the information provided in the extract. 
3 Evaluative questions are where the child is 
required to criticise, empathise with, and 
relate their own experiences to the extract. 
This book includes a mixture of these question 
types so that your child becomes familiar with 
each one. 
This book also includes a variety of different 
types of text so that your child can practise 
understanding and answering questions on 
different types of text (see table). 
Page Comprehension focus 
4 Pictures – fiction 
5 Pictures – fiction 
6 Pictures – non-fiction 
7 Pictures – non-fiction 
8 Rhyming poetry 
9 Story with a familiar setting 
10 Instructions 
11 Short playscript 
12 Rhyming poetry 
13 Information – non-fiction 
14–15 Traditional fairy story 
16–17 Dictionary page 
18–19 Poem by a significant author 
20–21 Fantasy story 
22–23 Recount – email 
24–25 Playscript of a traditional story 
26–27 Explanation 
28–29 Story from a different culture 
30–31 Poem with familiar settings 
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4 
What next? 
2 Look at the picture. Draw a picture to show what you think happens next. 
Look at the pictures. Draw a line to the picture that shows what 
happens next. 
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5 
Family 
Look at the pictures. 
Who lives with their Nan? Circle the answer. 
Tom Meena Jane Dan 
2 Who has a baby sister? Circle the answer. 
Tom Meena Jane Dan 
3 Who has two big brothers? Circle the answer. 
Tom Meena Jane Dan 
4 Who lives with only their parents? Circle the answer. 
Tom Meena Jane Dan 
Tom’s family 
Meena’s family 
Dan’s family 
Jane’s family 
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6 
Raining again! 
Jacob made a weather chart. 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
Did it rain on Saturday? Circle the answer. yes no 
2 Did the sun shine on Tuesday? Circle the answer. yes no 
3 Did it rain on five days? Circle the answer. yes no 
4 How many days had white clouds? 
__________ 
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7 
What do I do? 
Circle the answers. 
I put out fires. 
doctor teacher firefighter 
2 I repair cars. 
mechanic teacher author 
3 I teach. 
firefighter footballer teacher 
4 I write books. 
doctor author shopkeeper 
5 I help sick people. 
firefighter author doctor 
6 I fly aeroplanes. 
pilot shopkeeper doctor 
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8 
Copy the right answer. 
The peas are eaten with 
_____________________
. 
carrots honey beans 
2 The peas taste 
_____________________
. 
funny yummy nice 
3 The honey keeps the peas on the 
_____________________
. 
plate fork knife 
I eat my peas with honey 
I eat my peas with honey; 
I’ve done it all my life. 
It makes the peas taste funny, 
But it keeps them on the knife. 
Anon 
I eat my peas with honey; 
I’ve done it all my life. 
It makes the peas taste funny, 
But it keeps them on the knife. 
Anon 
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9 
Copy the right answer. 
How were Jess and Alex going on holiday? _____________________
. 
by boat by plane by lorry 
2 Who left the bag behind? 
_____________________
. 
Mum Dad Jess 
3 Did the first boat leave without them? 
___________
. 
yes no 
Going on holiday 
I eat my peas with honey; 
I’ve done it all my life. 
It makes the peas taste funny, 
But it keeps them on the knife. 
Anon 
Jess and Alex were happy. 
Today they were going on holiday on a boat. 
They packed the car and set off. 
Dad left a bag behind! 
Then they got stuck in traffic. 
Oh dear, the boat left without them! 
They went home feeling sad. 
The next day they got another boat. 
Now they were happy. 
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10 
Sandwich making 
I eat my peas with honey; 
I’ve done it all my life. 
It makes the peas taste funny, 
But it keeps them on the knife. 
Anon 
You will need: 
l bread 
l butter 
l salad 
l cheese 
1 Get two slices of bread. 
2 Butter each slice of bread on 
one side. 
3 Put the salad and the cheese 
on one slice. 
4 Place the other slice of bread 
on top. 
5 Cut the sandwich in half. 
6 Enjoy eating your sandwich! 
Copy the right answer. 
How many slices of bread do you need? 
_________________________
. 
one two three 
2 What do you put in the sandwich? 
___________________________
. 
cheese salad salad and cheese 
3 When do you eat the sandwich? Tick (3) the right answer. 
When the bread has butter on it. 
When the cheese is added. 
After the sandwich is cut in half. 
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11 
The new puppy 
I eat my peas with honey; 
I’ve done it all my life. 
It makes the peas taste funny, 
But it keeps them on the knife. 
Anon 
Mum Come on Amil, we need 
to go out. 
Amil But Mum, I’m playing. 
Mum Sorry, but we have to go. 
Amil Where are we going? 
Mum You will see! 
Amil Why are we here? 
Mum You will see! 
Mum Are you glad you came 
with me now? 
Amil Yes! I love my 
new puppy. 
Write yes or no to answer the questions. 
Did Amil want to go with his mum? 
_____________ 
2 Did Amil know where he was going? _____________ 
3 Was a man holding the puppy? _____________ 
4 Was Amil pleased with his puppy? _____________ 
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12 
Mary’s lamb 
Copy the right answer from the box. 
school Mary snow 
Who did the lamb follow? 
________________________ 
2 What was the lamb’s fleece as white as? 
________________________ 
3 Where did the lamb go? ________________________ 
Answer yes or no. 
4 Was the lamb allowed at school? 
________________________ 
Mary had a little lamb, 
Its fleece was white as snow, 
And everywhere that Mary went 
The lamb was sure to go; 
He followed her to school one day – 
That was against the rule, 
It made the children laugh and play 
To see the lamb at school. 
Sarah Josepha Hale 
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13 
Copy the right answer. 
Where do oranges grow? _________________________________ 
on trees in the ground on a bush 
2 What grows into an orange? _________________________________ 
a leaf a flower a seed 
3 What is needed for oranges to grow? ___________________________ 
a hot sun lots of rain warm sun and rain 
4 Do oranges grow in cold countries? 
___________________________ 
yes no 
Oranges 
Did you know oranges 
grow on trees? 
The trees grow in hot countries. 
Flowers grow on the trees. 
If it rains and the sun is warm, 
the flowers grow into oranges. 
It takes about eight weeks for 
a flower to turn into an orange. 
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14 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff 
The three Billy Goats Gruff had eaten all the leaves. 
They were getting very hungry. 
Look, there are lots 
of fresh green leaves 
across the stream. 
Let’s cross the 
bridge and eat 
the leaves. 
No! An ugly old troll is 
under the bridge. If we cross 
the bridge he will eat us up. 
I am very 
hungry. 
I am going 
to cross 
the 
bridge. 
I’m not 
afraid of 
the ugly 
old troll. 
It’s me! Little Billy 
Goat Gruff. 
Who 
is that on 
my bridge? 
Trip, trap, trip, 
trap, went 
Little Billy 
Goat Gruff. 
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15 
9 How do you think the troll felt when Little Billy Goat Gruff went 
on the bridge? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Use a word from the box to finish each sentence. 
troll hungry leaves bridge 
The three Billy Goats Gruff were 
______________________
. 
2 They had eaten all the 
______________________ 
in their field. 
3 Little Billy Goat Gruff wanted to cross the 
______________________
. 
4 A ______________________ lived under the bridge. 
Write yes or no to answer the questions. 
5 Were there two Billy Goats Gruff? 
_____________ 
6 Is Little Billy Goat Gruff the only hungry one? 
_____________ 
7 Does Little Billy Goat Gruff try to cross the bridge first? 
_____________ 
8 Is the troll young? _____________ 
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16 
Looking at a dictionary 
Here are two pages from a dictionary. Read the words and their definitions. 
ever always, for 
all time 
every all, each one 
examination 1) a test 
2) a close look 
excellent very, very good 
excuse a reason for 
doing or not 
doing something 
expect to think 
something will 
happen 
explode to blow up 
eye the part of the 
body you see 
with 
Ff 
face 1) the front part of 
the head 
2) to look towards 
fact something that 
is true 
factory a building where 
things are made 
fail not to do 
something that 
you try to do 
fair 1) blond or light 
in colour 
2) just, honest 
fall to drop down 
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17 
Add these words to the dictionary page. Which word would they 
come after? 
7 explore ___________________ 
8 fade 
___________________ 
9 faint 
___________________ 
Circle the answers. 
Which is the first word that begins with f? 
fall face fact 
2 Which word comes after the word expect? 
explode excuse ever 
3 Which word comes before the word factory? 
fail fact fair 
4 How many words begin with fa? 4 5 6 
5 How many words have more than one meaning? 3 4 5 
6 Draw a line to link each word to its meaning. 
every to blow up 
excellent blond or light in colour 
explode to look towards 
fact all 
face something that is true 
fair very, very good 
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18 
Use words from the box to finish each sentence. 
lick it quick ice lolly the edges and bottom 
A red rocket is an 
________________________________________________
. 
2 If it shines you should 
______________________________________________
. 
3 The poem says to lick round 
_______________________________________
. 
Ice lolly 
Red rocket 
on a stick, 
If it shines, 
lick it quick. 
Round the edges, 
on the top, 
round the bottom, 
do not stop. 
Suck the lolly. 
Lick your lips. 
Lick the sides 
as it drips 
off the stick – 
quick, quick, 
lick, lick – 
Red rocket 
on a stick. 
Pie Corbett 







































































































































[image: ]

19 
Answer the questions. 
6 How many times is the word lick used? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
7 Why does the poem say, If it shines, lick it quick? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
8 Name something else you need to lick quickly if the sun shines. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
9 Do you think the poet likes ice lollies? How do you know? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
________________________________ 
Can you learn some of this poem 
by heart? 
Which word from the poem rhymes with these words? 
4 stick rhymes with 
_____________________________________
. 
5 stop rhymes with 
_____________________________________
. 
0 
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20 
Tick (3) the true sentences. Cross (7) the false sentences. 
The rocket landed during the day. 
2 The rocket landed in a supermarket car park. 
3 The Martian was 127 years old. 
4 The Martian was very hot. 
5 It started to rain. 
A Martian lands on Earth 
It was the middle of the night when the rocket landed in the supermarket 
car park. The engine had failed. The hatch opened and the Martian peered 
out. A Martian, I should tell you, has webbed feet, green skin and eyes on 
the ends of horns like a snail. This one, who was three hundred and 
twenty-seven years old, wore a red jersey. 
He said, “Bother!” He had only passed his driving test the week before 
and was already losing his way. 
He was also an extremely nervous person, 
and felt the cold badly. He shivered. A car 
hooted and he scuttled behind a rubbish bin. 
It began to rain. He wrapped himself in a 
newspaper but the rain soon came through 
that. And then he saw that a sliding door 
into the back of the supermarket had been 
left a little bit open, just enough for him to 
wriggle through. 
Extract from Judy and the Martian 
by Penelope Lively 
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21 
Answer the questions. 
7 The Martian wore a red jersey. What is another word for ‘jersey’? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
8 What does the Martian do that shows he was nervous? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
9 Why did the Martian go into the supermarket? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
0 What do you think the Martian will do next? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
6 What did the Martian look like? 
Skin – 
________________________________________________________ 
Feet – 
________________________________________________________ 
Eyes – 
________________________________________________________ 
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22 
Wish you were here! 
grandparents@home.com 
sam@holiday.com 
Wish you were here! 
Dear Nanny and Grandad, 
We wish you were here! We are having a great holiday in Sydney, Australia. 
Yesterday we went to Taronga Zoo. To get there we went on a boat across the 
harbour. It was really fun and we laughed when Dad was splashed by the waves! 
As soon as we had bought our tickets, we went to see the very sleepy koalas. They 
looked very comfortable in their tree. 
The giraffes were friendlier. They tried to take Mum’s ice cream when she wasn’t looking! 
My favourite animals were the elephants. We saw them being fed and the baby 
elephant was running around and playing in the water. 
We watched a seal show and a bird show. The bird show was the best. The birds were 
flying all around us and one nearly landed on my head. Luckily it didn’t! 
We took the boat back and had fish and chips by Sydney Opera House before walking 
back to our hotel. I felt really tired. 
Lots of love, 
Sam 









[image: ]

23 
Tick (3) the correct answer. 
Which country is Sam visiting? 
Sydney Taronga Australia 
2 How did Sam get to the zoo? 
by car by boat by train 
3 Which animals were very sleepy? 
giraffes koalas seals 
Answer the questions. 
4 Why did Sam find the elephants interesting to watch? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
5 What did Sam do before going back to the hotel? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
6 List three things that could have made Sam laugh during the day. 
1
. 
___________________________________________________________ 
2
. 
___________________________________________________________ 
3
. 
___________________________________________________________ 
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24 
Run, run… 
An old lady was cooking a gingerbread man. Suddenly, the gingerbread 
man jumped out of the oven. 
Old lady Stop! Stop! 
Gingerbread man I’m not going to stop, no one is going to eat me! 
The gingerbread man ran out of the back door where Old man was 
gardening and Cat and Dog were playing. 
Old lady Old man, stop that gingerbread man, it is for 
your tea. 
Old man I’ll try but he’s too fast for me! Cat, please stop 
that gingerbread man. 
Cat I would but I have a claw stuck in a log. 
Stop, gingerbread man! 
Gingerbread man I’m not going to stop, no one is going to eat me! 
Old man Dog, it is up to you to catch the gingerbread man. 
Run as fast as you can! 
Dog I’ll do my best but I think the 
gingerbread man is too fast 
for me. 
Gingerbread man I am fast and I am free. 
No one is going to eat 
me for tea! 
The gingerbread man came to a river he 
needed to cross. He saw a fox lying in the sun… 
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25 
Copy the right answer. 
Where did the gingerbread man jump? ___________________________ 
off the table out of the oven over the old lady 
2 What were Cat and Dog doing in the garden? ____________________ 
chasing playing gardening 
3 Why didn’t Cat chase the gingerbread man? 
______________________ 
her claw was caught she was too sleepy she was too slow 
4 Number the sentences in the order they happened. 
___ The gingerbread man reached a river. 
___ The old lady was cooking. 
___ Dog could not catch the gingerbread man. 
___ The gingerbread man ran out of the back door. 
___ 
Cat’s claw was stuck. 
5 Why is the gingerbread man running away? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
6 What is the weather like? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
7 What do you think the fox said to the gingerbread man? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
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26 
Looking after your bike 
A bike is a machine. 
All machines need to be looked after carefully. 
Tips for looking after your bike 
l Clean and dry your bike when it is wet and 
muddy. This will stop it getting rusty. 
l Ask someone to help you to check the 
brakes. The brakes are very important for 
your safety. 
l Be sure there is enough air in the tyres. 
When the tyres are soft or flat it is more 
difficult to keep your balance. 
l Make sure the seat is the correct height for 
you. You should be able to touch the ground 
with both feet. When you stop you don’t 
want to topple over. 
l Always wear your helmet when you ride 
your bike. If you fall off, your head must be 
protected. 
l Be proud of your bike, and be proud of 
the way you ride it. 
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27 
Answer the questions. 
6 What tip do you think is the most important one? Why? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
7 List two good things about having a bike. 
1
. 
___________________________________________________________ 
2
. 
___________________________________________________________ 
5 Draw lines to link the beginning of the sentences with their correct ending. 
Clean your bike your head if you fall. 
A helmet protects to stay safe on your bike. 
Check brakes it can be hard to balance. 
Soft or flat tyres mean to be at the right height. 
Your seat needs to stop it getting rusty. 
Tick (3) the true sentences. Cross (7) the false sentences. 
If you dry your bike, it will stop it getting rusty. 
2 Brakes help you to keep your balance. 
3 You should always wear a helmet when you are on your bike. 
4 You don’t need to look after your bike. 
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28 
Hippo and Monkey 
Hippo was the strongest of all the 
animals, so he said he should be Chief. 
The other animals didn’t want Hippo 
as their Chief. He was too grumpy and 
moody. 
“I bet I can get you out of the pool, 
Hippo,” called Monkey. 
“I bet you can’t,” grunted Hippo. “I’m the strongest animal in the world.” 
“If I can get you out of the pool, then I should be Chief,” said Monkey. 
“If you can get me out of the pool, then you can be Chief,” said Hippo, 
“but if I get you into the pool, you will be my servant – forever!” 
Off went Monkey to get a really strong rope. 
“Hold tight to the rope,” said Monkey, “but don’t 
pull until I shout.” 
Monkey ran into the trees with the other end 
of the rope. 
All the animals watched. 
Monkey tied the rope to a big, strong tree trunk. 
“Pull!” shouted Monkey. “Pull!” 
“This will be easy,” thought Hippo to himself. 
But all day and all night Hippo pulled, while Monkey sat and ate bananas, 
and snoozed! Hippo was getting very tired and cross, very cross indeed. 
“That monkey must be the strongest monkey 
I’ve ever known,” thought Hippo. 
Slowly he climbed out of the pool, 
to try to see Monkey. 
Just as Hippo took his last foot out 
of the pool, Monkey ran out of the 
trees… 
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29 
2 Write T for the true sentences. Write F for the false sentences. 
1. Monkey was cleverer than Hippo. _____ 
2. Monkey won the bet because Hippo was tired. 
_____ 
3. Monkey really was the strongest monkey Hippo had ever known. 
_____ 
3 What do you think happened next? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Write these sentences in the order they happened. 
Hippo got out of the pool. Monkey wanted to be Chief. 
Hippo got cross. Hippo pulled on the rope. 
Monkey ran out of the trees. Monkey got a rope. 
1
. 
___________________________________________________________ 
2
. 
___________________________________________________________ 
3
. 
___________________________________________________________ 
4
. 
___________________________________________________________ 
5
. 
___________________________________________________________ 
6
. 
___________________________________________________________ 
Monkey wanted to be Chief. 
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30 
What is pink? 
What is pink? A rose is pink 
By the fountain’s brink. 
What is red? A poppy’s red 
In its barley bed. 
What is blue? The sky is blue 
Where the clouds float through. 
What is white? A swan is white 
Sailing in the light. 
What is yellow? Pears are yellow, 
Rich and ripe and mellow. 
What is green? The grass is green, 
With small flowers between. 
What is violet? Clouds are violet 
In the summer twilight. 
What is orange? Why, an orange, 
Just an orange! 
Christina Rossetti 
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31 
6 Do you like this poem? What do you like or dislike about it? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
8 Now write your own verse. 
Choose a colour. Remember that the last word needs to rhyme 
with the colour. 
What is 
______________________________________________________
? 
___________________________ 
is/ are 
____________________________, 
______________________________________________________________
. 
Read the poem. Fill in the gap in each sentence. 
The grass has small 
____________________________________ 
between. 
2 A white swan sails in the 
______________________________________
. 
3 A ______________________ is yellow and ripe. 
4 Yellow rhymes with 
__________________________________________
. 
5 Between rhymes with 
_________________________________________
. 
7 Can you suggest another title for the poem? Explain your answer. 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
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32 
What next? 
Page 4 
1 A line from child making cakes to child eating cake. 
A line from child riding a bike to child having fallen off 
bike. 
A line from child going to sleep to child waking in 
morning. 
A line from child looking for lost pet to child finding pet. 
2 Child’s own picture, e.g. the dog swimming out to get 
shoe for child. 
Family 
Page 5 
1 Dan 
2 Tom 
3 Jane 
4 Meena 
Raining again! 
Page 6 
1 yes 
2 no 
3 yes 
4 2 days 
What do I do? 
Page 7 
1 firefighter 
2 mechanic 
3 teacher 
4 author 
5 doctor 
6 pilot 
I eat my peas with honey 
Page 8 
1 honey 
2 funny 
3 knife 
Going on holiday 
Page 9 
1 by boat 
2 Dad 
3 yes 
Sandwich making 
Page 10 
1 two 
2 salad and cheese 
3 After the sandwich is cut in half. 
The new puppy 
Page 11 
1 no 
2 no 
3 yes 
4 yes 
Mary’s lamb 
Page 12 
1 Mary 
2 snow 
3 school 
4 no 
Oranges 
Page 13 
1 on trees 
2 a flower 
3 warm sun and rain 
4 no 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Page 14–15 
1 hungry 
2 leaves 
3 bridge 
4 troll 
5 no 
6 no 
7 yes 
8 no 
9 Child’s own answer, e.g. The troll would feel grumpy 
after being disturbed. 
Looking at a dictionary 
Page 16–17 
1 face 
2 explode 
3 fact 
4 6 
5 3 
6 every – all 
excellent – very, very good 
explode – to blow up 
fact – something that is true 
face – to look towards 
fair – blond or light in colour 
7 explode 
8 factory 
9 fail 
Answers 
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Ice lolly 
Page 18–19 
1 ice lolly 
2 lick it quick 
3 the edges and bottom 
4 lick or quick 
5 top 
6 5 times 
7 e.g. If the lolly shines it is melting so you need to 
lick it quickly to stop it dripping. 
8 e.g. ice cream 
9 Yes. Child’s own answer, example: Because he has 
written a poem about them. 
A Martian lands on Earth 
Page 20–21 
1 7 
2 3 
3 7 
4 7 
5 3 
6 Skin – green 
Feet – webbed 
Eyes – on horns (like a snail) 
7 Any suitable answer, e.g. jumper 
8 The Martian was nervous because he hid behind a 
rubbish bin when a car hooted its horn. 
9 The Martian went into the supermarket because it 
started to rain. 
10 Child’s own answer, e.g. The Martian feels hungry 
so he eats food from the supermarket. 
Wish you were here! 
Page 22–23 
1 Australia 
2 by boat 
3 koalas 
4 Sam enjoyed watching the elephants being fed and 
the baby elephant running around and playing in 
the water. 
5 Sam had fish and chips by Sydney Opera House 
before going back to the hotel. 
6 1. Dad being splashed by the waves. 
2. A giraffe trying to take Mum’s ice cream. 
3. The baby elephant running around and playing 
in the water. or The bird nearly landing on 
Sam’s head. 
Run, run… 
Page 24–25 
1 out of the oven 
2 playing 
3 her claw was caught 
4 ___ The gingerbread man reached a river. 
___ The old lady was cooking. 
___ Dog could not catch the gingerbread man. 
___ The gingerbread man ran out of the back door. 
___ 
Cat’s claw was stuck. 
5 The gingerbread man is running away because he 
doesn’t want to be eaten. 
6 It is sunny. 
7 Child’s own answer, e.g. Would you like me to 
carry you across the river? or Don’t be scared, I 
won’t hurt you. 
Looking after your bike 
Page 26–27 
1 3 
2 7 
3 3 
4 7 
5 Clean your bike – to stop it getting rusty. 
A helmet protects – your head if you fall. 
Check brakes – to stay safe on your bike. 
Soft or flat tyres mean – it can be hard to balance. 
Your seat needs – to be at the right height. 
6 Child’s own answer – stating the tip they think is 
the most important and why. 
7 Child’s own answer – stating two good things 
about having a bike. 
Hippo and Monkey 
Page 28–29 
1 1. Monkey wanted to be Chief. 
2. Monkey got a rope. 
3. Hippo pulled on the rope. 
4. Hippo got cross. 
5. Hippo got out of the pool. 
6. Monkey ran out of the trees. 
2 1. Monkey was cleverer than Hippo. ___ 
2. Monkey won the bet because Hippo was tired. 
___ 
3. Monkey really was the strongest monkey Hippo 
had ever known. 
___ 
3 Child’s own answer, e.g. Monkey became Chief. 
What is pink? 
Page 30–31 
1 flowers 
2 light 
3 pear 
4 mellow 
5 green 
6 Child’s own answer, e.g. Yes, because it’s interesting 
that different things are different colours. 
7 Child’s own answer, e.g. Colours around me, 
because the poet is describing the things that she 
can see in the nature around her. 
8 Child’s own verse. 
T 
F 
F 
5 
1 
4 
2 
3 
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Look at the pictures. Draw a line to the picture that shows what
happens next.
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Red rocket
on a stick,
If it shines,
lick it quick.

Round the edges,
on the top,

round the bottom,
do not stop.

Suck the lolly.
Lick your lips.
Lick the sides
as it drips

off the stick —
quick, quick,
lick, lick —
Red rocket
on a stick.

Pie Corbett

Use words from the box to finish each sentence.

lick it quick ice lolly the edges and bottom

0‘ A red rocket is an
e‘ If it shines you should

e‘ The poem says to lick round
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Look at the pictures.

Tom’s family Dan’s family

“‘ Who lives with their Nan? Circle the answer.
e‘ Who has a baby sister? Circle the answer.

Tom Meena Jane Dan

0‘ Who has two big brothers? Circle the answer.

0‘ Who lives with only their parents? Circle the answer.

Tom Meena Jane Dan
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Looking after your bike

A bike is a machine.
All machines need to be looked after carefully.

Tips for looking after your bike

Clean and dry your bike when it is wet and
muddy. This will stop it getting rusty.

Ask someone to help you to check the
brakes. The brakes are very important for
your safety.

Be sure there is enough air in the tyres.
When the tyres are soft or flat it is more
difficult to keep your balance.

Make sure the seat is the correct height for
you. You should be able to touch the ground
with both feet. When you stop you don’t
want to topple over.

Always wear your helmet when you ride
your bike. If you fall off, your head must be
protected.

Be proud of your bike, and be proud of
the way you ride it.
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How to use this book

@ Find a quiet, comfortable place to work,
away from distractions.

@ Tackle one extract at a time.

@ It is important that your child reads the
extract and questions carefully.

® Help with reading the extract and

instructions where necessary, and ensure
your child understands what to do.

Comprehension

Comprehension exercises teach children
important skills.

Comprehension questions cover three main
categories:

I Literal questions are where the child is
required to find and summarise information
from the extract.

2 Inferential questions are where the child is
required to make deductions and predictions

from the information provided in the extract.

3 Evaluative questions are where the child is
required to criticise, empathise with, and
relate their own experiences to the extract.

This book includes a mixture of these question
types so that your child becomes familiar with
each one.

This book also includes a variety of different
types of text so that your child can practise
understanding and answering questions on
different types of text (see table).
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answers as they complete each activity.
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Talk about the extracts.

Reward your child with plenty of praise
and encouragement.

Comprehension focus

4 Pictures — fiction

Pictures — fiction

Pictures — non-fiction

5

6

7 Pictures — non-fiction
8 Rhyming poetry

9. Story with a familiar setting

10 Instructions

11 Short playscript
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Jacob made a weather chart.

Monday
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Thursday
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o‘ Did it rain on Saturday? Circle the answer.

e‘ Did the sun shine on Tuesday? Circle the answer.

0‘ Did it rain on five days? Circle the answer.

0‘ How many days had white clouds?

yes

yes

yes

no

no

no
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Tick (V) the true sentences. Cross (X) the false sentences.
¥ If you dry your bike, it will stop it getting rusty.
¥ Brakes help you to keep your balance.

Y You should always wear a helmet when you are on your bike.

 You don’t need to look after your bike.

Y Draw lines to link the beginning of the sentences with their correct ending.

Clean your bike your head if you fall.
A helmet protects to stay safe on your bike.

Check brakes it can be hard to balance.
Soft or flat tyres mean to be at the right height.

Your seat needs to stop it getting rusty.

Answer the questions.

! What tip do you think is the most important one? Why?

I List two good things about having a bike.
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Use a word from the box to finish each sentence.

troll hungry leaves bridge

0‘ The three Billy Goats Gruff were
o‘ They had eaten all the in their field.
0‘ Little Billy Goat Gruff wanted to cross the

0‘ A lived under the bridge.

Write yes or no to answer the questions.
e‘ Were there two Billy Goats Gruff?
°‘ Is Little Billy Goat Gruff the only hungry one?

o‘ Does Little Billy Goat Gruff try to cross the bridge first?

0‘ Is the troll young?

' How do you think the troll felt when Little Billy Goat Gruff went
on the bridge?
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Sandwich making

You will need:

bread
Bty Get two slices of bread.

salad . Butter each slice of bread on
Sheese one side.

Put the salad and the cheese
on one slice.

Place the other slice of bread
on top.

Cut the sandwich in half.
Enjoy eating your sandwich!

Copy the right answer.

| How many slices of bread do you need?

| What do you put in the sandwich?

cheese salad salad and cheese

! When do you eat the sandwich? Tick (v) the right answer.
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Tick (V') the correct answer.

0‘ Which country is Sam visiting?

Sydney Taronga Australia

O‘ How did Sam get to the zoo?

by car by boat by train

e‘ Which animals were very sleepy?

giraffes koalas seals

Answer the questions.

0‘ Why did Sam find the elephants interesting to watch?

o‘ What did Sam do before going back to the hotel?

0‘ List three things that could have made Sam laugh during the day.
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An old lady was cooking a gingerbread man. Suddenly, the gingerbread
man jumped out of the oven.

Old lady Stop! Stop!
Gingerbread man I'm not going to stop, no one is going to eat me!

The gingerbread man ran out of the back door where Old man was
gardening and Cat and Dog were playing.

Old man, stop that gingerbread man, it is for
your tea.

Old lady

Old man Il try but he’s too fast for me! Cat, please stop
that gingerbread man.

| would but | have a claw stuck in a log.
Stop, gingerbread man!

Gingerbread man I'm not going to stop, no one is going to eat me!

Old man Dog, it is up to you to catch the gingerbread man.

Run as fast as you can!

I'll do my best but | think the
gingerbread man is too fast
for me.

Dog

| am fast and | am free.
No one is going to eat
me for tea!

Gingerbread man

The gingerbread man came to a river he
needed to cross. He saw a fox lying in the sun...
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Here are two pages from a dictionary. Read the words and their definitions.

every

examination

excellent

excuse

expect

explode

always, for
all time

all, each one

1) a test

2) a close look
very, very good

a reason for
doing or not
doing something

to think
something will
happen

to blow up

the part of the
body you see
with

Ff]
face
fact

factory

fail

1) the front part of
the head

2) to look towards

something that
is true

a building where
things are made

not to do
something that
you try to do

1) blond or light
in colour

2) just, honest

to drop down
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Jess and Alex were happy.
Today they were going on holiday on a boat.

They packed the car and set off.
‘Dad left a bag behind!

Then they got stuck in traffic.

Oh dear, the boat left without them!
They went home feeling sad.

The next day they got another boat.
Now they were happy.

Copy the right answer.

How were Jess and Alex going on holiday?

by boat by plane by lorry

Who left the bag behind?
Mum Dad Jess

Did the first boat leave without them?

yes no
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Copy the right answer.

@:@‘ Where did the gingerbread man jump?

off the table out of the oven over the old lady

chasing playing gardening

@*7‘ Why didn’t Cat chase the gingerbread man?
VL,_y Yy ging

her claw was caught  she was too sleepy she was too slow

@%‘ Number the sentences in the order they happened.

___ The gingerbread man reached a river.
___ The old lady was cooking.
Dog could not catch the gingerbread man.
___ The gingerbread man ran out of the back door.

_ Cat’s claw was stuck.

Whg is the gingerbread man running away?

! What is the weather like?

1 What do you think the fox said to the gingerbread man?
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e Helps children develop their comprehension skills
e Boosts confidence
e Progress chart keeps children motivated
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Circle the answers.

1 Which is the first word that begins with f?
fall face fact

Q{@‘ Which word comes dafter the word expect?

explode excuse ever

e ;
-1l How many words have more than one meaning?

1 Draw a line to link each word to its meaning.
every to blow up
excellent blond or light in colour
explode to look towards
fact all
face something that is true

fair very, very good

Add these words to the dictionary page. Which word would they
come after?

@‘ explore

'3 |
8 fade
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Ice lolly
Page 18-19

ice lolly

lick it quick

the edges and bottom
lick or quick

top

5 times

e.g. If the lolly shines it is melting so you need to
lick it quickly to stop it dripping.
e.g. ice cream

Yes. Child’s own answer, example: Because he has
written a poem about them.

A Martian lands on Earth
Page 20-21

X

Skin — green

Feet — webbed

Eyes — on horns (like a snail)

Any suitable answer, e.g. jumper

The Martian was nervous because he hid behind a
rubbish bin when a car hooted its horn.

The Martian went into the supermarket because it
started to rain.

Child’s own answer, e.g. The Martian feels hungry
so he eats food from the supermarket.

Wish you were here!
Page 22-23

2
3
4

Australia
by boat
koalas

Sam enjoyed watching the elephants being fed and
the baby elephant running around and playing in
the water.

Sam had fish and chips by Sydney Opera House
before going back to the hotel.

1. Dad being splashed by the waves.
2. A giraffe trying to take Mum'’s ice cream.

3. The baby elephant running around and playing
in the water. or The bird nearly landing on
Sam’s head.

Run, run...
Page 24-25

out of the oven

playing

her claw was caught

_5_The gingerbread man reached a river.
I The old lady was cooking.

_4 Dog could not catch the gingerbread man.

_2 The gingerbread man ran out of the back door.
_3 Cat’s claw was stuck.

The gingerbread man is running away because he
doesn’t want to be eaten.

It is sunny.

Child’s own answer, e.g. Would you like me to
carry you across the river? or Don't be scared, |
won'’t hurt you.

Looking after your bike
Page 26-27

4

X

4

X

Clean your bike — to stop it getting rusty.

A helmet protects — your head if you fall.

Check brakes — to stay safe on your bike.

Soft or flat tyres mean — it can be hard to balance.
Your seat needs — to be at the right height.

Child’s own answer — stating the tip they think is
the most important and why.

Child’s own answer — stating two good things
about having a bike.

Hippo and Monkey
Page 28-29

3

I. Monkey wanted to be Chief.
. Monkey got a rope.
. Hippo pulled on the rope.
. Hippo got cross.
. Hippo got out of the pool.
. Monkey ran out of the trees.
. Monkey was cleverer than Hippo. T

. Monkey won the bet because Hippo was tired.
F

. Monkey really was the strongest monkey Hippo
had ever known. F__

Child’s own answer, e.g. Monkey became Chief.

What is pink?
Page 30-31

flowers
light
pear
mellow
green

Child’s own answer, e.g. Yes, because it's interesting
that different things are different colours.

Child’s own answer, e.g. Colours around me,
because the poet is describing the things that she
can see in the nature around her.

Child’s own verse.
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0‘ What did the Martian look like?

Skin —

Feet —

Eyes —

Answer the questions.

a‘ The Martian wore a red jersey. What is another word for ‘jersey’?

o‘ What does the Martian do that shows he was nervous?

0‘ Why did the Martian go into the supermarket?

@‘ What do you think the Martian will do next?
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Mary had a little lamb,

Its fleece was white as snow,

And everywhere that Mary went
The lamb was sure to go;

He followed her to school one day —
That was against the rule,

It made the children laugh and play
To see the lamb at school.

Sarah Josepha Hale

Copy the right answer from the box.

l school Mary

snow

@ Vho did the tamb follow?
e‘ What was the lamb’s fleece as white as?

© Vhere did the lamb go?

Answer yes or no.

o‘ Was the lamb allowed at school?
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It was the middle of the night when the rocket landed in the supermarket
car park. The engine had failed. The hatch opened and the Martian peered
out. A Martian, | should tell you, has webbed feet, green skin and eyes on
the ends of horns like a snail. This one, who was three hundred and
twenty-seven years old, wore a red jersey.

He said, “Bother!” He had only passed his driving test the week before
and was already losing his way.

He was also an extremely nervous person,
and felt the cold badly. He shivered. A car
hooted and he scuttled behind a rubbish bin.

It began to rain. He wrapped himself in a
newspaper but the rain soon came through
that. And then he saw that a sliding door
into the back of the supermarket had been
left a little bit open, just enough for him to
wriggle through.

1

Extract from Judy and the Martian
by Penelope Lively

Tick (V) the true sentences. Cross (X) the false sentences.
0‘ The rocket landed during the day.

e‘ The rocket landed in a supermarket car park.

o‘ The Martian was 127 years old.

o‘ The Martian was very hot.

e‘ It started to rain.
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What next?
Page 4
I Aline from child making cakes to child eating cake.

A line from child riding a bike to child having fallen off
bike.

A line from child going to sleep to child waking in
morning.

A line from child looking for lost pet to child finding pet.

Child’s own picture, e.g. the dog swimming out to get
shoe for child.

Family
Page 5
I Dan
2 Tom
3 Jane
4 Meena

Raining again!
Page 6
I yes
2 no
3 yes
4 2 days
What do I do?
Page 7
firefighter
mechanic

|

2

3 teacher
4 author
5

doctor
6 pilot

| eat my peas with honey
Page 8

I honey

2 funny

3 knife

Going on holiday
Page 9

1 by boat

2 Dad

3 yes

Sandwich making

Page 10

I two

2 salad and cheese

3 After the sandwich is cut in half.

The new puppy
Page 11

I no

2 no

3 yes

4 yes

Mary’s lamb
Page 12

I Mary

2 snow

3 school

4 no

Oranges

Page 13

I on trees

2 aflower

3 warm sun and rain
4 no

The Three Billy Goats Gruff
Page 14-15

hungry

leaves

bridge

troll

no

no

yes

no

Child’s own answer, e.g. The troll would feel grumpy
after being disturbed.

Looking at a dictionary
Page 16-17
face
explode
fact
6
3
every —all
excellent — very, very good
explode — to blow up
fact — something that is true
face — to look towards
fair — blond or light in colour
explode
factory
fail
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fom-  sam@holiday.com

To. grandparents@home.com

s Wish you were here!

Dear Nanny and Grandad,
We wish you were here! We are having a great holiday in Sydney, Australia.

Yesterday we went to Taronga Zoo. To get there we went on a boat across the
harbour. It was really fun and we laughed when Dad was splashed by the waves!

As soon as we had bought our tickets, we went to see the very sleepy koalas. They
looked very comfortable in their tree.

The giraffes were friendlier. They tried to take Mum'’s ice cream when she wasn’t looking!

My favourite animals were the elephants. We saw them being fed and the baby
elephant was running around and playing in the water.

We watched a seal show and a bird show. The bird show was the best. The birds were
flying all around us and one nearly landed on my head. Luckily it didn’t!

We took the boat back and had fish and chips by Sydney Opera House before walking
back to our hotel. | felt really tired.

Lots of love,
Sam
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Which word from the poem rhymes with these words?

| stick rhymes with

| stop rhymes with

Answer the questions.

| How many times is the word lick used?

) Why does the poem say, If it shines, lick it quick?

! Name something else you need to lick quickly if the sun shines.

| Do you think the poet likes ice lollies? How do you know?

J Can you learn some of this poem
by heart?
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Mum

Amil
Mum

Amil
Mum

Amil
Mum

Mum

Amil

Write yes or no to answer the questions.
o‘ Did Amil want to go with his mum?
o‘ Did Amil know where he was going?
o‘ Was a man holding the puppy?

o‘ Was Amil pleased with his puppy?

Come on Amil, we need
to go out.

But Mum, I'm playing.
Sorry, but we have to go.

Where are we going?
You will see!

Why are we here?
You will see!

Are you glad you came
with me now?
Yes! | love my

new puppy.

.
5'
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Hippo was the strongest of all the
animals, so he said he should be Chief.
The other animals didn’t want Hippo
as their Chief. He was too grumpy and
moody.

“I bet | can get you out of the pool,
Hippo,” called Monkey.

“| bet you can’t,” grunted Hippo. “I'm the strongest animal in the world.”
“If I can get you out of the pool, then | should be Chief,” said Monkey.
“If you can get me out of the pool, then you can be Chief,” said Hippo,
“but if | get you into the pool, you will be my servant — forever!”

Off went Monkey to get a really strong rope. < hae
“Hold tight to the rope,” said Monkey, “but don’t i S §
pull until | shout.”

Monkey ran into the trees with the other end

of the rope.

All the animals watched.

Monkey tied the rope to a big, strong tree trunk.
“Pull!” shouted Monkey. “Pull!”

“This will be easy,” thought Hippo to himself.

But all day and all night Hippo pulled, while Monkey sat and ate bananas,
and snoozed! Hippo was getting very tired and cross, very cross indeed.
“That monkey must be the strongest monkey

I've ever known,” thought Hippo.

Slowly he climbed out of the pool,
to try to see Monkey.

Just as Hippo took his last foot out
of the pool, Monkey ran out of the
trees...
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Read the poem. Fill in the gap in each sentence.

o‘ The grass has small between.

e‘ A white swan sails in the

a‘ A is yellow and ripe.

0‘ Yellow rhymes with

e‘ Between rhymes with

O‘ Do you like this poem? What do you like or dislike about it?

o‘ Can you suggest another title for the poem? Explain your answer.

0‘ Now write your own verse.

Choose a colour. Remember that the last word needs to rhyme
with the colour.

What is ?

is / are s





OEBPS/image_rsrc36M-page8.jpg
Circle the answers.

doctor teacher firefighter
'l repair cars.
mechanic teacher author

a’ | teach.

firefighter footballer teacher

doctor author shopkeeper

'l fly aeroplanes.

pilot shopkeeper doctor
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Comprehension

This book belongs to

you complete a page.

Colour the star when
See how far you've come!

Y <X <X 9
ST T < <K
L <L L <Y
9 i 4
T BT <L <K

T <X <Y T
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The three Billy Goats Gruff had eaten all the leaves.
They were getting very hungry.

Look, there are lots
of fresh green leaves
across the stream.

Let’s cross the
bridge and eat
the leaves.

No! An ugly old troll is
under the bridge. If we cross
the bridge he will eat us up.

hungry.
| am going
to cross
the
bridge.
I'm not

afraid of
the ugly
old troll.

It’s me! Little Billy
& Goat Gruff.

Who
is that on
my bridge?

Trip, trap, trip,
trap, went
Little Billy
Goat Gruff.
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What is pink? A rose is pink
By the fountain’s brink.

What is red? A poppy’s red
In its barley bed.

What is blue? The sky is blue
Where the clouds float through.

What is white? A swan is white
Sailing in the light.

What is yellow? Pears are yellow,
Rich and ripe and mellow.

What is green? The grass is green,
With small flowers between.

What is violet? Clouds are violet
In the summer twilight.

What is orange? Why, an orange,
Just an orange!

Christina Rossetti
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o‘ Write these sentences in the order they happened.

Hippo got out of the pool. Monkey wanted to be Chief.
Hippo got cross. Hippo pulled on the rope.
Monkey ran out of the trees. Monkey got a rope.

. Monkey wanted to be Chief.

o‘ Write T for the true sentences. Write F for the false sentences.
I. Monkey was cleverer than Hippo.

2. Monkey won the bet because Hippo was tired.

3. Monkey really was the strongest monkey Hippo had ever known.

0‘ What do you think happened next?
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| eat my peas with honey;

I've done it all my life.

It makes the peas taste funny,
But it keeps them on the knife.

Anon

Copy the right answer.

The peas are eaten with

carrots honey beans

The peas taste

funny yummy nice

The honey keeps the peas on the

plate fork knife
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Did you know oranges

grow on trees?

The trees grow in hot countries.
Flowers grow on the trees.

If it rains and the sun is warm,
the flowers grow into oranges.
It takes about eight weeks for

a flower to turn into an orange.

V4 ) g &

i Y o ) .

Copy the right answer. /

'

I

“‘ Where do oranges grow? |

e‘ What grows into an orange?

a leaf a flower a seed

a‘ What is needed for oranges to grow?

0‘ Do oranges grow in cold countries?

yes no






